
BeaconT
H

E
Beacon
A newsletter for friends and donors of Great Falls Rescue Mission

Great Falls Rescue Mission

Don’t 
miss…

Easter 2020
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for a meal...
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support from God.”
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Meet

Because of you, Ann’s 
heart is filled with new 
hope this Easter.

Ann
She can’t thank 
YOU enough!



To cope with a painful home life, 
Ann started drinking at 13. “It 

was a dysfunctional upbringing,” she 
says. “There was violence and abuse. 
Just not a good place to grow up.”

Drugs and alcohol started as a 
way to “escape and not feel the way 
I was feeling. To numb myself.” But 
the initial escape she found ended up 
causing her more and more pain as 
addiction took over her life. 

Ann was crushed when her 
husband of 16 years overdosed 
and left her a single mother. Her 
relationship with her three children 
disintegrated because they couldn’t 
understand why their mother let 
alcohol take over her life. 

Ann says, “We stopped talking 
because they’ve been disappointed 
so many times with me not being 
able to quit.”

The turning point came when 
Ann was diagnosed with cirrhosis 
and liver cancer. She realized that 
“it was time for me to start thinking 
about other people in my life and not 
just myself.”

The day she walked into Great 
Falls Rescue Mission, everything 
changed for Ann. 

“When I walked in, I knew I was 
where I was supposed to be,” she 
says, smiling. “I just felt peace.”

 “If the Mission ever asked 
me to do anything, it would 
feel like a blessing… to 
do it for everything they 
gave me.”

Instead of escaping her problems, in 
our care Ann dedicated her life to the 
Lord and learned to let Him guide her 
through difficult times. She attended 
chapel services and recovery programs, 
and she found a church home.

The Mission also gave her a place to 
rest and recover while she underwent 
medical treatment.

“It’s been hard, healthwise, but 
the Mission made my stay here a 
blessing. They cater to special needs 
people have.”

Today, Ann is overjoyed to be in her 
own home. She has a good relationship 
with her daughter, and hopes to reconcile 
with her sons. “I want to be a better 
parent. Live for my kids the way I should 
have lived for them. Live for God.”

You may never meet Ann, but 
she’s eternally grateful to YOU for 
your support – today, her heart is 
filled with new hope for the future. 
“The Mission is a big part of my life 
being saved. Now I know God has a 
path for me.”

“I NEEDED THIS
SUPPORT FROM THE
MISSION AND GOD.”
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National Volunteer Week is April 19 – 25!
The hard work and dedication of our loyal volunteers is the only way Great Falls Rescue 
Mission can continue to share God’s love with our homeless and hurting guests.
During this week of recognition, we want to recognize every single volunteer whose 
service is making a real difference in the lives of people in our community.

We will also host a Volunteer Appreciation event on Saturday, May 2, at the Cameron Family Center Dining 
Room. Invitations with more information will be mailed directly to our hardworking volunteers.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities, please contact 
Lynne Staigmiller, Volunteer Coordinator, at (406) 205-0691 or lynne.staigmiller@

gfrescuemission.org. Thank you for caring!



“For He has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness & transferred 
us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who purchased our 
freedom & forgave our sins.” Colossians 1:13-14, NLT

My friends, Easter will be here 
soon – and with it, the joy of being 
able to celebrate and shout, “He is 
risen indeed!” 

I can’t think of a truth that’s 
more important to those staying 
at the Mission right now… men and 
women who are facing devastating 
struggles with homelessness, 
poverty and addiction.

That Jesus overcame death and 
rose again to offer a hurting world 
hope resonates with our guests. 
In Jesus, they see that they too 
can overcome! As they begin to 
trust Him, their past guilt and shame 
transforms into hope for a brighter 
future. They walk in freedom, 
knowing that they’re forgiven. 

Forgiveness is a doorway to 
new life. It opens up our guests to 

accepting love – not just God’s, but 
love from our staff, their families and 
even themselves. From there, they 
blossom into the people they were 
always meant to be. 

This Easter, I pray you’ll 
experience the glorious hope of the 
cross in your life… and remember 
that YOU are making it possible for 
hurting people to find forgiveness 
and freedom through the cross too. 
I’m so grateful that each time you 
reach out to help, more hearts are 
touched by the love of a risen Savior.

“A Beacon of Hope Since 1963” 

Jim McCormick
Executive Director

A Message from JIM MCCORMICK

YOUR GIFTS ARE 
TRANSFORMING LIVES THIS 
EASTER SEASON
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Robert didn’t have much hope left when he came to our door. 
Thanks to you, he was warmly welcomed and provided with the basic 
necessities that restored his hope:   

• A hot meal for $1.89
• An overnight stay in our shelter (just $22.48!) 
• Clothing, showers & Christ-centered care

This Easter, as Robert celebrates the hope in his life, YOU can give 
even more people the gift of meals and care that’s often the first 
step to healing and a new life in Christ!  

 Give now using the enclosed reply card and envelope.
Give online anytime at GreatFallsRescueMission.org.

Thank you again for your support of our Mission guests! Happy Easter! 

ROBERT 
CAME FOR 
A MEAL…

… AND IT WAS THE START 
OF A NEW LIFE!

You’re Invited
    to Our57 th
Annual Banquet!

Great Falls Rescue Mission relies on the 
kindness of friends like you to support our 
life-changing work. 

And one way you can help transform the 
lives of our homeless, hurting neighbors is by 
attending our 57th Annual Celebration Banquet! 

With two times being offered this year, 
you can choose to join us for the day or for an 
evening of fellowship and food.

Date: Monday, April 6, 2020
Time: 12:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Location: Heritage Inn*
Speaker: Frank Peretti, New York Times best-
selling author of Christian fiction, whose novels 
primarily focus on the supernatural. His works 
have sold over 15 million copies worldwide. 
Peretti is best known for his novels This Present 
Darkness and Piercing the Darkness.

Table sponsorships are available, or 
individual seats can be purchased for $25 for 
the banquet. To learn more about the event 
or for information regarding benefit 
packages for each sponsorship level, visit 
us online at gfrm.org/banquet.

*Please note we are changing venues after many 
years from the Mansfield Convention Center to the 
Heritage Inn.

Each meal you give makes a big       
                                  difference!



Sunday, April 12: Our Easter Celebration is from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.! 

We need your help to prepare all the meals and care we’ll 
provide this Easter season. 

Between now and Easter Sunday, we’re preparing to serve 
16,615+ hot meals… and provide hundreds of men, women 
and children with basic necessities like safe shelter, 
clean clothing and Christ-centered care. 

Our homeless neighbors are counting on us… 
and we’re counting on YOU!

YOU can help meet our EASTER NEEDS!

FOOD ITEMS 
NEEDED! 
Consider hosting a food 
drive OR dropping off 
any of these urgently 
needed food items 
by Saturday, April 11:

Lend a hand this Easter season… VOLUNTEER! 
Contact Lynne Staigmiller  (406) 205-0691  lynne.staigmiller@gfrescuemission.org

❑ SPIRAL SLICED
HAMS

❑ POTATOES
❑ BUTTER
❑ CANNED

VEGETABLES
❑ DINNER ROLLS
❑ POWDERED

MILK

❑ DESSERTS
(homemade or
store-bought)

❑ COFFEE
❑ CREAMER
❑ BAKED PIES
❑ COOL WHIP
❑ CANNED MIXED

FRUIT

Drop off donations at the back door 
of the Great Falls Rescue Mission 
Cameron Family Center, 408 2nd Ave 
South in Great Falls, 7 days a week. 
Or call (406) 761-2653 to arrange a 
pickup. Thank you so much!  

No time to shop? Donate now! 
 (406) 761-2653  

 GreatFallsRescueMission.org 



Gifts given on or after January 1, 2020, will appear in our next Newsletter. 

Tributes
memorials

IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OFGIVEN BY GIVEN BY
MARK P. ALLEN

MARY ELLEN ANDERSON

LEONARD ARMSTRONG
JULIA (JULIE) ASHCRAFT

TOM BANKA
RUTH BARRETT
SANDI BECKER
MARY BELCHER
REV. & MRS. LOUIS (LOU) & 
 MARY BELCHER
EDEAN BERGLUND
BECKY BERNIER
HAROLD BERNIER
LEO BITZ
LARRY BOETTCHER

JACKLINE BRAWLEY
JAMES (JIM) BULEY
BRIAN BURCHAK
SHIRLEY A. CARLSON
JOSEPH CARRICO
WILMA CORDER
CHARLES COREY
MARIAN DANIELSON
ALBERT DEVRIES
DAN DOLAN
FLORIS DUFFY

BONNIE EDELBERG

VIOLET FATZ
GEORGE FEEK
SHIRLEY FEEK
GARY FELSTEAD
DAVID FILIUS
JOSEPH FOX
MICHAEL GERSACK
MAY GERTSON
ED GOODAN

GRANDMA RUTH GORE
EDWIN GRINDER
PHYLLIS HAINES
BARBARA JEAN (TOOTS) HARRIS
BECKY HELTON
ROSEMARIE IVERSON
DOROTHY JOHNSON

FLONNIE JOHNSON

WILLIAM KAPPTIE, JR.
JOSEPH KELLER
KEN KLETTE
PATRICIA (PAT) KNOTTNERUS

DUANE KNOX
DAVID KONECNY

KEN KRAFT
JAMES (JIM) KUNKA

DONALD ALLEN LAMBERT
WALLY LARSON
JOHN L. LESH
KENT LYBECK
CHARLES (CHUCK) MARES
JUDY MATTER

ISABELLE JOAN (JODY) 
 FOLDA MCINERNEY

FAITH MEDEAN
RUTH MEECH
DOUG METZGER
CARLEEN MILBURN
KELSEY MORRIS
DOROTHY K. (DOTTIE) MOSS
CAROL MUNDT
HAROLD NELSON

LESTER NEVINS
GLADYCE OAKLAND
RICHARD S. O’BRIEN
CALVIN OUELLETT
DONALD (DON) PERIMAN

MR. & MRS. KEM & GAIL ALLEN 
MR. & MRS. TERRY & ROXANNA ALLEN 
MR. MICHAEL BASHOR: BASHOR SPORT 

PHOTOGRAPHY
MR. & MRS. GARY & KATHY OLSON 
MS. BARBARA ANDERSON 
MRS. BILLIE LOU ARNOTT 
MS. LINDA HARNEY 
MR. & MRS. DAVID & JANET WICHMAN 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. ROBERT & CAROLYN DOLDERER 
MR. & MRS. GARY & KATHY OLSON 
MR. & MRS. JOHN & EILEEN COUGHLIN 
MR. & MRS. BOB & DARLA HEIHN 

MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MRS. ELIZABETH BERNIER 
MRS. ELIZABETH BERNIER 
MR. BART BITZ 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. GARY & KATHY OLSON 
MR. BURL BRAWLEY 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. DAVID & SUSIE RIPLEY 
MR. & MRS. JOE & RITA MURPHY 
MR. & MRS. CLAYTON & RITA HUDAK 
MR. & MRS. CHARLES & GLENDA WORRALL 
MS. ROSE JETTER 
MR. & MRS. GARY & KATHY OLSON 
MR. & MRS. JEFF & CONNIE SUTHERLAND 
MR. & MRS. WIL & BECKY DUBIELCZYK 
MR. & MRS. PAUL & BERVA HINDERAGER: 

ANCHOR POLLED HEREFORDS
MRS. MARY KYLER 
ANONYMOUS 
MRS. PATRICIA BRENNAN 
MR. & MRS. TERRY & AUTUMN CAFFEE 
MR. RODNEY COCKRELL 
MR. & MRS. BILL & JOANN GOLD 
MS. SHIRLEY HEIM 
MRS. LINDA LARSON 
MR. DUAINE MARCOTTE 
MR. JIM MEADE 
MR. & MRS. JOHN & MARILYN SHEFFELS 
MR. & MRS. STEVE & TERRIE SHURE 
MS. LORELEI WALDEN 
MR. & MRS. JACK & EVELYN FATZ 
MR. MIKE FEEK 
MR. MIKE FEEK 
MS. CHARLENE BEASLEY 
MS. JEANNINE MANUEL 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MS. NANCY SCHELLIN 
MR. MICHAEL BASHOR: BASHOR SPORT 

PHOTOGRAPHY
MR. & MRS. RON & RENAE MUNSON 
MR. & MRS. JONATHAN & TRINA FRY 
 ROBIN HARRIS 
MRS. MARY KYLER 
MR. BUDDY HELTON 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. RICHARD JOHNSON 

MR. & MRS. ORAN & SYLVIA BENZING 
MR. & MRS. JED & KRISTA KOLJONEN 
MR. & MRS. JERRY & SHARON LARSON 
MRS. JULIE LINDSETH 
MR. & MRS. JOE & CARRIE MATTER 
DR. & MRS. DON & CAROL SPURGEON 
MS. JUDY STIMAC 
MRS. MARTHA SUNWALL 
MS. JEAN SPURGEON 
MS. MARIAN KELLER 
MRS. DOROTHY SKELTON 
MR. SCOT BARTKOSKE 
MRS. PATRICIA BRENNAN 
MR. & MRS. CALVIN & MICHELLE DANREUTHER 
MS. MARYETTA ENGLE 
MR. & MRS. ROGER & GAYE GENEREUX 
MRS. HELEN GREEN 
MR. & MRS. LENARD & NANCY JAPPE 
MRS. JANIS KAISER 
MR. ARTHUR PATERA 
MS. DIANNA WEBSTER 
MR. & MRS. KEN & ROSALIE DUFFY 
MRS. JUDITH KONECNY 
MS. LORILYNN KONECNY 
MRS. SHARON KRAFT 
MR. & MRS. KEN & JOYCE BURGETT 
MR. & MRS. SHELDON & MARILYN IVERS 
MR. & MRS. GARY & LUCILLE PAYTON 
MR. & MRS. GREGG & VICKY RYDQUIST 
MRS. GEORGIE SOKOLOSKI 
MR. & MRS. DONALD & KAREN LAMBERT 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. JOE & RITA MURPHY 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MS. KASIE MCINTOSH 
MR. & MRS. KEN & DEBBIE BODNER 
MR. & MRS. LOREN & MICHELE HANSEN 
MR. & MRS. JED & KRISTA KOLJONEN 
MR. & MRS. GLEN & BARB LEWIS 
MR. JIM MARGARIS 
MR. & MRS. PAUL & MARY LEE MUNIZ 
MR. & MRS. ROBERT & BETH WILLIAMS 
MR. & MRS. HAROLD & INEZ GAARDER 
MR. & MRS. GARY & KATHY OLSON 
MS. SHIRLEY SANDERS 

MR. & MRS. RALPH & ELLEN RASMUSSON 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MS. JEANIE HEYDER 
MRS. MARY KYLER 
MR. & MRS. TERRY & ROXANNA ALLEN 
MS. KIM MOSS 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MRS. LILY ALLEN 
MR. & MRS. BILL & PAT BARTON 
MR. & MRS. NORVIL & AVALYN CARLSON 
MR. & MRS. DON & JOANNE DONALD 
MS. KAREN NAGY 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. GARY & NOLA REBAL 
MRS. NANCY O’BRIEN 
MR. GERALD OUELLETT 
MRS. ROSE MARIE PERIMAN 



Great Falls Rescue Mission is a non-profit, Christian organization committed to caring for the hungry, hurting and homeless of North 
Central Montana. The Mission believes lives can be changed by actively demonstrating and sharing the love of Jesus Christ and meeting 
a person’s spiritual, physical, emotional and social needs. Great Falls Rescue Mission’s various ministries ease the burden of the most 
vulnerable, rebuild the lives of the broken and offer dignity to those who feel cast aside.
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honorariums
IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY

IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OFGIVEN BY GIVEN BY

ALBERT ANDERSON

MATTHEW BESSETTE

SARA BULEY
CRISTY LEE BURGE
WES & HILLARY COLE
DARRYL COOPER

IAN DAVIDSON

FAMILY
DON & GLORIA FRANKLIN
TODD & SHEENA 

GERSTENBERGER
RICK GOFF
LARRIE GOLDSMITH

DAWN GOULET
LINDA GRINDER
RICH & DARCY GROTH
AGNES HARSHAW
GLENN HARSHAW
RICK & REBECCA HARSHAW
LEEANN HAWKINS
DIANA KINGERY
JIM KIZER

VINCE & KATHY KYLE
JON & JENNI LEACH FAMILY
PAUL & KRISTY LEACH FAMILY
NATALIE MADPLUME-DAYRIDER
CHRIS & LOUIE MAILLET
THERESE MARTINEZ
JIM MCCORMICK

MARLA MCFERRIN
MOLLY MCGONIGAL
BROOKE MEYN
STEVE POTTS
DAVE & GINNY RIDDLE
CONNIE ROCCO
ROOSEVELT MOMS
DAVE SANBORN
SCOTT SHANAHAN
ZURIANNA WAYNE

MR. LEE ARVIN, SR.
MS. TERRI HUSTON
MR. RANDY ARGO
MS. DEBBIE ETZWILER
MS. MELISSA JARDEE
MRS. RAINE ELWOOD
MRS. CAREY GRAY
MS. DEBBIE WIGGERS
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MS. MARY SIMONSON
MRS. CHERYL GERSTENBERGER 
MS. JULIE BULDER
MS. MICHELLE CRAMER MCENULTY
MS. KRISTINA CRAMER-PETERSEN
MR. ZACHARY GOODREAU 
MS. EVA HURD
MR. RAJ LULLA
MR. FLETCHER MCGIVERON
MS. LENA SAYADIAN
MR. RICHARD SPAZIANO
MR. LYLE SPENCE
MR. EREK TINTER
MS. CASEY YTURRI
TAHANI ZEE
MR. & MRS. CHARLIE & SYDNE 

ABERNATHY 
MS. JOYCE GOODMAN 
MR. & MRS. RICK & REBECCA HARSHAW 
MRS. CHERYL GERSTENBERGER 

MR. & MRS. MIKE & LORI GOFF 
MS. MICHELLE DILLARD 

MS. LIZZIE CLARK 
MR. & MRS. JONATHAN & TRINA FRY 
MR. & MRS. KYLE & DONNA RUDOLPH 
MR. & MRS. RICK & REBECCA HARSHAW 
MR. & MRS. RICK & REBECCA HARSHAW 
MRS. AGNES HARSHAW 
MR. & MRS. STACEY & PATTY BERGQUIST 
MR. & MRS. JOHN & DALANA BARNETT 
MS. LIZ CARR
MS. LISA GROSS
MRS. CAROL KIZER
MR. ROBERT NIEUWENHUYSE 
MR. & MRS. RON & SPENCEE ELI 
MR. & MRS. RON & SPENCEE ELI 
LEYVA HERNANDEZ
MR. & MRS. MIKE & LORI GOFF 
MS. DEBBIE WIGGERS
MR. PATRICK BRYAN
CASEY BUCKINGHAM
MS. MOLLY OWENS
MS. MELISSA RIPHENBURG
MR. & MRS. STACEY & PATTY BERGQUIST 
MS. MAUREEN PATTERSON 
MR. & MRS. JERRY & CAROL SHANAHAN 
MR. & MRS. RALPH & ELLEN RASMUSSON 
MR. & MRS. RICK & REBECCA HARSHAW 
MR. & MRS. KYLE & DONNA RUDOLPH 
MR. & MRS. STACEY & PATTY BERGQUIST 
MR. & MRS. JAMES & MARY LARSON 
MR. & MRS. JERRY & CAROL SHANAHAN 
MR. & MRS. TODD & AMY CALDWELL 

DENNY PRUTTIS
RHONDA BENTZ RANGEL
RONALD R. (RON) RAYMOND

VERONICA RIPHENBURG
MARILYN ROBERTS
JAMES (BERT) ROGERS
DON ROSE
MIKE RYAN
JO SCHULTZ
RAY & HELEN SHANAHAN
WADE SIMONSON
MR. & MRS. SIMONTON
GLEN SKAALURE
ARNOLD SKOOG
LARRY SLEZAK
CAROL SLIPER
RONNIE SONJU
PAUL STUBBS
ARDEN SUNWALL

JOYCE SUTICH
RUTH M. SYKES

RODNEY (ROD) THOMPSON

RICHARD (DICK) TRONSTAD

C. JACK TURNER
WILLOW WADMAN
LEW C. WALLEY
SUE WIESE
DARRELL YOUNG
JAN YOUNG

PHILIP M. (PHIL) YOUNG

ROB YOUNG
SCOTT YOUNG

WALT YOUNG
RUSSEL ZANTO
SMITTY

MRS. DOROTHY SKELTON 
MR. BEN RANGEL 
MR. & MRS. BILL & PAT BARTON 
MRS. LUELLA RAYMOND 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. JACK & EVELYN FATZ 
MR. & MRS. MARVIN & SANDY JEPPESEN 
MRS. DOROTHY SKELTON 
MR. & MRS. KIRBY & NAN GRANGER 
MR. PAT BEARS & MS. JUDIE GRANT 
MR. & MRS. JERRY & CAROL SHANAHAN 
MR. & MRS. JEROME & MARJORIE SIMONSON 
MS. MARY SIMONTON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. NORVIL & AVALYN CARLSON 
MRS. DOROTHY SKELTON 
MS. HOLLY RUSHTON: QUILTS GALORE & MORE
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MRS. LYNNE STUBBS 
DUTTON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1969 
MS. KATRINA MARTIN 
MR. & MRS. MARK & JAN WENAAS 
MR. JIM SUTICH 
MRS. JANEL NOVAK 

MR. & MRS. DON & BRENDA ANDERSON 
MR. & MRS. PAUL & BERVA HINDERAGER: 
 ANCHOR POLLED HEREFORDS
MRS. MARY KYLER 
MR. & MRS. DAVE & MIM PATCH 
MR. & MRS. LEE & CAROL SIGNALNESS 
MRS. DARLENE THOMPSON 
MR. & MRS. DON & KATHY VAN DE RIET 
MR. & MRS. PAUL & BERVA HINDERAGER: 
 ANCHOR POLLED HEREFORDS
MRS. PEG TURNER 
MS. VAL WADMAN: BAR VW RANCH
MRS. PEG TURNER 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MRS. JOYCE YOUNG 
MRS. DIANE FELSTEAD 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MRS. DIANE FELSTEAD 
MR. LAYNE SMITH 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MRS. DIANE FELSTEAD 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. LEROY & JOANN VANNETT 
MRS. DIANE FELSTEAD 
MR. & MRS. VICTOR & TANYA MURPHY 
MS. ASHLEY SMITH 

memorials continued
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