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Please help our neighbors in 
need this holiday season! Send 
your 2024 Thanksgiving Campaign 
gift today using the enclosed reply 
card and envelope OR online at 
greatfallsrescuemission.org.

Safe, 
welcoming 

shelter 

Warm clothing, 
coats & shoes

Classes & 
job training

God’s 
unconditional 

love

This Thanksgiving, countless guests will gather at our tables. 
Many are alone… longing to overcome homelessness and 
poverty… wishing they could reunite with their families.

For just $2.49, YOU can provide a meal to nourish their 
bodies and lift their spirits. Your gift welcomes someone who is 
hurting to our table and surrounds them with life-changing care: 

25,000  
Meals Needed this Thanksgiving Season

Giving thanks for YOU this fall

Sometimes I wonder, what would 
become of the struggling neighbors 
Great Falls Rescue Mission cares for 
if it wasn’t for your compassion and 
generosity?

I think of people like Raymond, whose story you can 
read on Page 3 – his testimony is a powerful reminder of 
how the Mission’s faith-based environment can have a 
positive influence on even those who follow different faiths. 

I thank God for how YOU are providing hope, 
help and healing to people who are hurting in our 
community.

From the essentials of food, warm clothing and safe 
shelter… to long-term healing and stability through our 

recovery program – with you beside us and Christ as our 
foundation – our ministry can provide all this and even 
more life-changing services this fall.

As we prepare to serve an estimated 25,000 meals 
to our hungry neighbors, I pray you’ll continue to share 
your time, talent and gifts with our ministry, knowing 
God will use your blessings to restore hope in many lives.

Thank you for giving me – and countless guests at 
Great Falls Rescue Mission – a reason to give thanks this fall! 

“A Beacon of Hope Since 1963” 

Jim McCormick, Executive Director

A Message from JIM MCCORMICK 

Join Our

Scan to see how you 
can help this fall!

2024 thanksgiving Campaign
CURRENT NEEDS

Donate essential items this fall!
During the busy fall season, the number of 
guests we welcome at Great Falls Rescue 
Mission steadily increases! And with more 

people to care for, our needs also increase.

Imagine trying to get by even a single day 
without these essential items! Sadly, the 

struggling neighbors we serve often arrive at our 
doors with little but the clothes on their backs.

This fall, you’re invited to give thanks by 
giving back! Help us meet these and other 
immediate needs of our neighbors. Visit 

greatfallsrescuemission.org to see our 
current needs list.

There are 3 key items that consistently 
appear on our list of needs:

 � Toilet paper
 � New underwear and bras
 � Body wash, shampoo & conditioner



3

For Raymond, being raised in a family 
that used alcohol and drugs led him to 

believe that it was normal. “I followed that 
path growing up,” he says. Raymond was 
only 13 years old when he started selling 
drugs, eventually dropping out of school 
and getting caught in the cycle of being 
in and out of prison. “I lost my cars and 
my apartment with everything I had,” he 
says. When he was released from prison 
early, his probation officer called Great 
Falls Rescue Mission to see if there was 
room for him.

“My biggest challenge before coming 
to the Mission was knowing I needed 
help and asking for it,” Raymond admits. 
Finally, he told himself, “You have nothing. There’s no 
one out there to help you. You burned your bridges with everyone… 
I swallowed my pride and accepted the help.”

When he arrived at the Mission, the man at the desk helped put 
him at ease. “He said, ‘I know this is not something you’re used to 
or looking forward to, but we’re here to help,’” Raymond recalls.

Now, Raymond is helping others – it’s one of the most 
important things he has learned. He volunteers at the front 
desk, which includes assigning jobs to others at the Mission. “The 
highlight of my day is when I find these people something to do,” 
says Raymond. “I used to be selfish, now I like to offer help.”

Although Raymond follows a different religion, he feels that 
the Mission’s faith-based environment has had a positive influence 
on him. “I was astray, but seeing everything revolve around religion 
brought me back to my faith,” Raymond shares.

He has also found a supportive community with whom he can 
exchange stories, advice, and encouragement.  

This fall, Raymond gives thanks for YOU and your incredible 
generosity. Your prayers and support have helped change his 
life. “Before I came to the 
Mission, I wanted to give 
up. I was sick of the cycle. 
They gave me hope.”

“Going to the chapel helped me 
realize that the Mission is not just a 

helping hand, it’s a life plan.”

“I’m reaching 
my goals and 
I’m proud 
of myself.”



Katie was born and raised in 
Great Falls. She started out 
her career as a hairdresser. 
That’s where she learned “that 
everyone has a story and 
sometimes all people need is 
just someone to listen.”

Katie began as a college intern via the University 
of Montana BSW program and was hired on as a 
supervisor at the Cameron Family Center. Katie 
graduated in May of this year and remains empoyed 
at Great Falls Rescue Mission working and supporting 
families and helping our parents. 

“We are transforming the hungry, hurting and homeless 
through Jesus Christ’s love. It works and I’ve seen it 
work,” she says.

Katie Maphies

EMPLOYEE  Spotlight

Scan to find out how YOU 
can make a difference!

Thanksgiving Food Drive
Help us fill stomachs with a 

delicious Thanksgiving meal by donating
traditional Thanksgiving food.

Thanksgiving Day Meal Serving
Join us at our shelters by serving our

residents and members of the
community.

Cat Vs. Griz Food Drive Collection
We’ll need volunteers to collect the 

canned food at Albertson’s on 
November 15.

 

If you’re looking for ways to volunteer in
November, here are some fun

opportunities to consider.



memorials

Gifts given on or after May 1, 2024 will appear in our next Newsletter. 

Tributes
IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
MARK P. ALLEN

JOHN ZACHARY (ZACH) BATES
ARLENE BECKEDAHL
JEFF BEECROFT
ARTHUR BEIRWAGEN
HAROLD BERNIER
JOHN L. BINK

HAROLD BOUMA
EDWARD BRACE
MARUMI BRASKETT
JERRY BUCKLEY
JAMES (JIM) BULEY
PATRICIA (PAT) BUMBARGER
BRIAN BURCHAK
DWIGHT BURCHAK
GEORGE CAMPANELLA
ANNE HEEN CAMPBELL
NORVIL CARLSON

GEOFFREY CASEY
RONALD CHRISTENSEN
KEN CHRISTOFFERSON
JOHN J. CLEMENS
DUANE A. COOKE
JAMES (JIM) COOKE
PATTIE COOLIDGE

MR. & MRS. KEM & GAIL ALLEN 
MR. & MRS. TERRY & ROXANNA ALLEN 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
DR. MARCI BARKER 
MS. CHERIE STILES 
MRS. ELIZABETH BERNIER 
MR. & MRS. JAMES & RAMONA AUMANN 
MR. & MRS. JOSEPH & MARGARET BARRETT 
MRS. LINDA BERG 
MR. & MRS. ALLEN & BILLIE SUE BLOOMGREN 
MS. WENDY HELLERSTEDT 
MR. WILLIAM HENDERSON 
MRS. PATRICIA HUBER 
MR. & MRS. LARRY & JANIS JACKSON 
MR. & MRS. ROY & MAUDE KNUDSEN 
MS. LINDA KONESKY 
MR. & MRS. SCOT & JOANNE LIGGETT 
MR. & MRS. ALAN & KAREN LIPPERT 
MS. CINDY MALISANI 
MS. BARB NELSON 
MS. KAREN NELSON 
MR. & MRS. BOB & BONNIE PANCICH 
MR. & MRS. GARY & MARILYN PARKER 
MR. & MRS. ROBERT & MOLLY PASMA 
MR. & MRS. FRANK & DONNA PLOTNIK 
MRS. RONDA REIDING 
MR. & MRS. CARL & BEVERLY ROY 
MS. SUZANNE RYAN 
MRS. RONDA REIDING 
MRS. BETTY BRACE 
MR. TED WILLIAMS 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MS. CAMIE EUSTANCE 
MR. & MRS. DAVID & SUSIE RIPLEY 
MR. & MRS. DAVID & SUSIE RIPLEY 
MRS. GEORGIE SOKOLOSKI 
MR. & MRS. DAN & INGER LEMLER 
MS. KATHY ALBERTSON 
MRS. LILY ALLEN 
MR. & MRS. KEVIN & LORNA CARLSON 
MR. & MRS. MYRON & JILL CARLSON 
MRS. DEA FOLEY 
MR. & MRS. TODD & CELESTE HEIDBREDER 
MRS. ADELINE LORENTZEN 
MS. GLADYS PENNINGTON 
MS. ILA STENSLAND 
MRS. GAILENE CASEY 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. PAT BEARS & MS. JUDIE GRANT 
MRS. EVA CLEMENS 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. HANK & JACQUE COOLIDGE 

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
NANCY REICHELT GASVODA CRONIN
BEVERLEE (BEV) DAILEY
DAN
RYNE DARVIS
ELIZABETH DEVINE
DIANE
ARTHUR W. (ART) DICKHOFF

AL DIEKHANS
JUDY DUNBAR
DUTCH
FRANCIS ENGELLANT
HARRY R. (DUTCH) ERKENBRACK
EVELYN M. FATZ
DR. GARY FELSTEAD
RICHARD (DICK) FORSTER
WALTER (WALLY) GENEREUX
MAY GERTSON
FRANK F. GHEE, JR
JOE GLADEAU
BRAD HALTER
THELMA HANSEN
HARRY
RICHARD H. (DICK) HASSLER
PATRICIA HEYDON
WADE HODGES
DORIS HOFELDT
JOY (SUG) HOKANSON
ERIC HOLLERAN
MICHAEL HOLTON
JACK R. HUTCHINSON
JIM INMAN
LINDA IVERSON
RON J.
DEAN JACKSON
REVEREND CLEO JACKSON
CHERI R. JANSEN
LARRY A. JAPPE
GALE JELLUM, DVM
JOANNE JENKINS
MATTHEW E. (MATT) JOHNSON

MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MRS. MARGIE HILLYARD 
MR. CHRIS TRAVIS 
MRS. DENISE SCHNIDER 
MR. & MRS. GERRY & KARLA KULPAS 
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MRS. RUTH CLARK 
COUNTRY CLUB TOWER CONDOMINIUM 
MRS. SANDI CUMMINGS 
MR. & MRS. STEVE & SHELLEY DAHL, ESTHER & MARLENE
MR. & MRS. RICHARD & MARILYN DICKHOFF 
MR. & MRS. ROBERT & CAROL DRGA
MR. & MRS. DENNIS & PAT HANENBURG 
MR. & MRS. RICH & CAROLYN LOVE 
MR. & MRS. MATT & CONSTANCE LOVERIDGE 
LUINSTRA & YOUNG PLLC: MR. GREGORY LUINSTRA
MRS. BETTY MCCALL 
MR. & MRS. NEAL & MARY JANE MISHLER 
MS. KAREN OSET 
MR. & MRS. GARY & MARILYN PARKER 
MRS. GAYNELL TEMPEL 
MR. DEL VOEGELE 
MS. KAREN DIEKHANS 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. ADAM & BARBARA DAHLMAN 
MR. RICK ENGELLANT 
MRS. CINDEE ERKENBRACK 
MRS. BLANCHE GOODWIN 
MR. & MRS. BRETT & CHRIS HATLER 
MRS. PAM FORSTER 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. JOHN & ALANA BLANKENSHIP 
MS. PATRICIA WILSON 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MRS. BEVERLY FARR 
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MS. LAURA HODGES 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. TERRY & ROXANNA ALLEN 
MS. CARRIE HOLTON 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MS. LUVENIA MANNING 
MRS. BERNICE MCPHILLIPS 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MRS. SANDI CUMMINGS 



honorariums
IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY
BASIN BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 
ALAN & KAREN BUCKENTIN
BRIAN BUCKENTIN & ADRIANNE ALEXANDER
DARWIN & KAY BUCKENTIN
GREG & ROXANN BUCKENTIN
JOEL & DELIA BUCKENTIN
MICHAEL & MARY BUCKENTIN
SARA BULEY
DUANE & BONNIE CULVER
MAUREEN & DAN DEFRANCIA
MONTE FAUQUE
PAUL & SARAH GALLARDO
GRANT, LANNA, CODY, KYLE, CASEY, ANNA, 

BRANDON, HUNTER & LYNNETT
THE LORD JESUS
THE LORD JESUS
DENNIS LYNES
MATTHEW MCCARTNEY
SARAH MCCULLOUGH

MR. & MRS. LYNN & LOIS MCGUIRE 
MR. GORDON BUCKENTIN 
MR. GORDON BUCKENTIN 
MR. GORDON BUCKENTIN 
MR. GORDON BUCKENTIN 
MR. GORDON BUCKENTIN 
MR. GORDON BUCKENTIN 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. GARY & NOLA REBAL 
DR. & MRS. TERRY & CATHERINE SWEENEY 
UNITED GRAIN CORPORATION 
MR. & MRS. WALKER & TAMMIE LYNNE SMITH 
MRS. RITA WATSON 

MR. DOUGLAS DECKER 
MS. AMY KRAMLICH 
MS. TIENA LYNES 
MRS. DOROTHY MCCARTNEY 
MS. KIMBERLY MONTGOMERY 

IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY
EDWARD MICKA
TOM MOORE
JOSHUA OWENS
RAY, DOUGLAS & ALAN
RICARDO
BILL SALONEN
MARK & ROSEMARY SEMMENS
KYLE SCHEDEL
MR. & MRS. DWIGHT & NORMA (ASHBY) SMITH
GLORIA & MIKE SWEENEY
KATY & SHAWN SWEENEY
MARY JO & PAT SWEENEY
ROBERT WHITE

MR. GUSTAV WERHANE 
MR. TOM J. MOORE 
MONTANA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
MR. JEFF MERLAU 
MR. & MRS. AL & MILLIE SHRYER 
MR. & MRS. JIM & MARY LARSON 
MR. & MRS. MICK & KIM BLODNICK 
MONTANA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
DR. STEVE ROTH 
DR. & MRS. TERRY & CATHERINE SWEENEY 
DR. & MRS. TERRY & CATHERINE SWEENEY 
DR. & MRS. TERRY & CATHERINE SWEENEY 
MR. & MRS. KEVIN & JEWEL LAHR 

Great Falls Rescue Mission is a nonprofit Christian organization committed to serving North Central 
Montana. Our mission is transforming the hungry, hurting and homeless through Jesus Christ’s love.

memorials (continued)
IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
SAMUEL A. JOHNSON
TREVOR JOHNSON

PANAGIOTA K.
PAT KAPSTAFER
GARY KIEFER
REV. WALTER J. KIRKEGAARD
SHARON LABUDA
WILLIAM C. (BILL) LACHEMANN
LUANNE BEELER LAVOLD
LAVERNE C. MANGOLD
PATRICIA ANN MARSDEN
CHELSEA MARTIN
PAUL MEISSNER
HAROLD & EVELYN MEREDITH
HARRY M. MORITZ
KELSEY MORRIS
FAYE MOSS

NANA DIANE
HOLLY NEEL
KENNETH (KENNY) NELSON
ELISABETH O'BRIEN
HAROLD OLSON
CALVIN OUELLETT
DICK & NANCY PIEDMONTE
WILLIAM (BILL) POWELL
SAMANTHA PRICE
RHONDA BENTZ RANGEL
RANGER

MR. SCOTT JOHNSON 
MR. & MRS. GREG & SHANNON LIEBELT: 
 GREAT PLAINS MERCHANT SERVICES LLC
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MRS. PAM FORSTER 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MRS. CANDY KERNAGHAN WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. LYNDON & MARY GOODRICH 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MRS. INEZ GAARDER 
MR. & MRS. RON & SPENCEE ELI 
MS. NANCY ROBERTS 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. SCOTT JOHNSON 
MR. & MRS. ADAM & BARBARA DAHLMAN 
MR. & MRS. TERRY & ROXANNA ALLEN 
MR. KEN MOSS 
MS. NANCY ROWELL 
MR. & MRS. ADAM & JESSICA PRICE 
MS. MEGAN BACK 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MRS. KITTY OLSON 
MR. GERALD OUELLETT 
MR. RICHARD PIEDMONTE 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. BILL PRICE 
MR. BEN RANGEL 
MR. & MRS. GENE & LAURINDA DRAKE 

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
BOB RATLIFF
WILLIAM REILING
BRUCE ROBERTSON
OLIVE ROBINSON
MARILYN ROGERS
JAMES SCHAFER
DONALD J. (DON) SCHROER
ARLENE SEXE
HELEN SHANAHAN
BARRY SMITH
DAVE & JULIE SMITH
DIANE SMITH
GARY SPRAGUE
BARBARA STATLEN
DON STEMPLE
ISABELLA FAITH STONE
ROLAND (ROLLIE) STRUTZ

GARY SULENES
JEANIE TAYLOR
JEANNE M. TAYLOR
LINDA (ROBERTSON) TOPE
JOICE UNRUH
ANNA V.
GARY CHANDLER WALRACK
BILL WHITE
ROGER WOLTER
STEVE (WOODY) WOODWICK 

MS. JANE BUNDY 
MRS. LEA REILING 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MRS. LYNNE STUBBS 
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. TOM & JAN ROBITAILLE 
MR. & MRS. JERRY & CAROL SHANAHAN 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. LAYNE SMITH 
MR. CHUCK SMITH 
MS. NANCY ROWELL 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. STEVE DENNIS 
MRS. BEVERLY STONE 
MRS. LILY ALLEN 
MRS. AVALYN CARLSON 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MRS. BERNICE MCPHILLIPS 
MR. & MRS. CHARLES & GLENDA WORRALL 
MR. & MRS. MERLE & JOYCE OLSON 
MR. MATHEW ROBERTS 
MR. & MRS. PAT & CANDY WAGNER 
MR. & MRS. DWAYNE & JAN IRVIN 
MR. & MRS. JAMES & CAROL AUTH 
MS. EDNA DUFF 
MR. & MRS. RICK & PHYLLIS TRYON
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